Cardiopulmonary resuscitation is not addressed in the admitting medical records for the majority of patients who undergo CPR in the hospital.
Cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) is routinely performed on patients who develop cardiopulmonary arrest in the hospital. In some situations, it is performed on terminally or critically ill patients where death is predicted to be inevitable despite CPR. Since prior consent is not required for this procedure, CPR may be performed without patient consent or foreknowledge. Many of these patients may not want CPR if the anticipated outcome is reviewed with them. This study investigated the frequency of occurrence of a CPR discussion at the time of hospital admission for patients who undergo CPR during hospitalization. Results showed that CPR is infrequently addressed in the hospital orders or medical records in patients who undergo CPR during their hospital stay. In addition, the severity of illness at the time of admission does not appear to influence whether physicians discuss CPR with patients and their families.